
One of the most risk-free resolutions 

that can be made in 2010 is that of a 

commitment to God!   

How is that accomplished?  By mak-

ing a commitment to church.  

What does this mean? 

The goal of "Church Commitment" is to 

be biblical by holding each other up in 

Christian responsibility and love. By 

identifying ourselves with a particular 

church family, we make it known that 

attendance in corporate worship, giving, 

praying for the church, mutual account-

ability and encouragement, and service 

are a vital part of the Christian life. The 

"together" and "one another" passages 

in the Bible show us these truths.  

If the church is a building, then we 

must be the bricks in it; if the church is 

a body, then we are its members; if the 

church is a household of faith, then we 

must be a functioning part of that 

household. As believers we are called to 

make a living commitment to each 

other, as we are all committed together 

to Christ. Church commitment will help 

give shape and focus to the spiritual 
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local body of believers. This will help 

St. Martinõs believers to serve Christ to 

the very end of their lives so they will 

hear those wonderful words when 

standing before the Lord, "Well done 

good and faithful servant."  

Committing to a church "doesn't tie 

us down; it anchors us in the storm of 

life. And even its faults become an op-

portunity for us to love and serve."  

òDoing church today is not easy and 

especially for a smaller church. Itõs not 

easy to be a member of St. Martinõs. 

The demands are great and the imme-

diate rewards are few and far between. 

However, if you sense Godõs leadership 

to invest your life into the greatest en-

terprise the world has ever known, then 

thereõs no better place to do that than 

St. Martinõs.ó 



calling our sick members or the shut-ins. 

You have been generous with your time 

and treasure when duty called. As I am 

writing this, I am aware that some of you 

spent the entire morning cleaning up our 

flooded basement. What a commitment 

and hard work! You put aside your Sun-

day plans and responded to a need. I am 

sure you would have preferred to spend 

your time watching the Packers, but you 

decided to make sure our basement was 

dry and ready for us to use during the 

week. Thank you so much! 

I cannot mention everything that you do, 

but I wanted to point out a few of the ac-

tivities that have shown your commit-

ment and dedication to St. Martinõs. May 

God continue to bless you in the next 

year. And may God continue to inspire 

you with the same spirit of commitment. 

2010 is going to be a critical year for us as 

a congregation. We will have to put forth 

even more energy to commit ourselves to 

St. Martinõs. 

There are many needs that have to be 

met and unfortunately the hands to do 

these things have not changed. Finan-

cially we need to come up with about 

$30,000.00 to fix the roof. This is going to 

be a stress but it is doable with careful 

planning. This is a two to three year pro-

ject and I believe we can achieve this 

goal. 

            (continued p. 3) 

Happy New Year! 

I cannot believe that 2009 is gone! I sup-

pose when one is busy, time tends to go 

fast. And I know that all of us at St. Mar-

tinõs are busy doing different missions for 

the church. As I write the last Clergy cor-

ner for 2009, I want to thank God for all 

the blessings that my family and I have 

received during the year. Indeed God has 

blessed us with so much. I thank God for 

keeping us healthy and safe. We traveled 

to Africa and back safely. Our son contin-

ues to amaze us with rapid developments. 

It is by Godõs grace that our son has been 

able to develop to this level. I also cannot 

forget to thank God for keeping other 

family members safe.  

I also thank you-the members of St. Mar-

tinõs. Your generosity and sincere caring 

continue to amaze me. I learned from our 

vestry meeting that pledges at St. Mar-

tinõs are fulfilled at close to 96%. This is 

an excellent percentage and shows how 

we as a congregation are committed. I am 

told that the average pledge fulfillment is 

close to 80%. Kudos to all of you for your 

financial commitment to St. Martinõs.  

I thank you not only for your treasure but 

also for your time and talent that you 

dedicate to St. Martinõs.  The hard work 

you do at church and in the community is 

commendable. With our limited numbers, 

we are able to maintain our worship 

space. We are able to organize our church 

festival. Our choir is doing very well. We 

have been able to host coffee hour every 

Sunday morning. One of our members 

has never forgotten to send out birthday 

cards. We have been faithful in visiting or 
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Apart from financial needs, we have to 

doubled our efforts in welcoming new mem-

bers to our church community. Many of the 

problems we are facing will be solved by 

increased numbers. In order to welcome 

new members, we need first to be in 

church to welcome them. It does not 

look good or inspiring for visitors to come 

to an empty church! I understand that 

some of us for one reason or another cannot 

be in church every Sunday. We take vaca-

tions and visit our friends and relatives out 

of town. Sometimes we are not feeling well 

and cannot make it to church. However, 

whenever possible let us make it a point to 

be in church to welcome our visitors.  

It will take the effort of all to build up our 

church. For this reason I will continue to 

encourage everyone to òinviteó others to 

our church. I know Episcopalians do not 

have the tradition of asking people to come 

to church. I think this is the time to 

change tradition. Personal invitation is 

very effective. It was used by the disci-

ples, and it is the same method that 

most of the growing churches are using. 

We have to invite others to òcome and 

seeó. 

During our annual meeting we need to 

come up with projects and activities 

that we all can be part of. We need to 

come up with a common purpose and 

direction. I encourage all of us to be pre-

sent at the annual meeting and to speak 

your mind about our way forward.  

In the meantime I wish all of you a 

happy and blessed 2010! 

 

Peace 

 

Fr. Bwechwa. 

 

CLERGY CORNER       (conõt) 
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Editorõs Note: 

This editor reserves the right to edit all ma-

terials to fit the page and/or content. 

Next publication deadline: January 27, 

2010      
 

From Sundayõs homily:  ò ...If you point your finger at 

someone, remember, that there are three fingers pointing 

at you! We are the light!ó 
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Please remember and pray for: 

 

Healing: 

 Betty Keily 

 Sharon and Al Gaulke 

 Winnie Erwin   

 Nick Buttita (at Golden Gate  

                                       Living Center) 

 Ken Lankow                

JANUARY CELEBRATIONS 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

Andrew Essien Sr.  Jan. 1 

Alan Gaulke  Jan 14 

Rosemarie Bwechwa   

   Jan. 27 

 

ANNUAL MEETING... 

JANUARY 24TH  

The year 2010 annual meeting at St. 

Martinõs will be on Sunday, January 

24th.  This annual meeting is very spe-

cial as there are some crucial items to 

discuss and plans to be made!! 

Whatõs very special about this meeting 

is that it will be immediately following 

Sundayõs service.  A light lunch will be 

provided UPSTAIRS, and the meeting 

will commence UPSTAIRS in the 

church. This is being done to accommo-

date most of the individual needs of our 

congregation. We hope you will accom-

modate St. Martinõs by attending.  

 

PLEASE commit to attending church 

and this meeting on the 24th. 

 

 On Sunday, December 13, 

2009 we  celebrated  invite a 

friend Sunday and Tanza-

nia/Kenya Independence Days.   

Many people joined our congregation 

for this celebration. We had about 18 

people from East Africa from 4 differ-

ent families, and we learned so many 

interesting points about two wonderful 

countries!  We sang their national an-

thems in their languages! In addition, 

following the service, a very tasty 

meal, coordinated by Rosemarie 

Bwechwa, was provided consisting of 

food from these countries. What a won-

derful way to learn about others and 

celebrate diversity! 

INDEPENDENCE DAY 

CELEBRATION 

A SUCCESS!!!      



Vestry Minutes November 11, 2009 
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Present:  Evelyn Beale, Fr. Oswald Bwechwa, Bob Buth, Edna Decker, Andrew Essien, Patrick 

Keily. 

Absent: Verla Thibou  

Opened with prayer at 7:05 

Minutes of October 4th, 2009- Moved by Bob, seconded by Patrick to approve unanimous. 

 

Financial Report:  Patrick reported that financially the church accounts are not in a bad shape 

given the current economy situations. Patrick reported that he had to transfer some funds from 

the savings account to cover some expenditure for the month of October. Actual balance as of 

October 31, 2009 from savings account is $8,000.00 

 At this point pledges for this year are $2600.00 under the estimated budget.  

.The Wells Fargo money market account has a balance of $16,000.00 Patrick reported that 

money market account with Wells Fargo is not doing well, given the current economic condi-

tions. 

 

Flowers: Patrick indicated that the Church has a budget of $710.00. set aside toward the pur-

chase of flowers. So far total expenditure spent is $500.00. Tiger Lily has been supplying us 

flowers free of charge. 

  

Moved by Evelyn Beale, seconded by Edna Decker to approve financial report unanimous. 

 

Building Repair Update. 

  
Bob reported that the project to change door locks has been completed. The keys have been 

given to those members of the parish who need them the most. Bob indicated that he remains 

with one key. 

  

Church Inspection. Bob reported that annual safety inspection of the church was com-

pleted. There were no major safety hazards. A few minor adjustments were suggested including 

making sure the emergency exit door in the office is always kept clear of any furniture and re-

moving boxes by and around the furnace. 

 

Heating. Patrick reported that he is still in the process of contacting a heating company to 

come and to look at problem in the ladiesõ bathroom and other needed repairs downstairs and 

upstairs in the office. Patrick will obtain a quote from the company to compare with previous 

quotes form other bidders. 
 

Stewardship. 

  
Patrick to speak next Sunday 11/15/2009, and Kathy Horn to speak the following Sunday 

11/22/2009 on stewardship  

         (continued on P. 6) 
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Other Business:   

Youth Ministry. 

Fr. Oswald suggested Cherrie to replace Michael ere as youth director and Sunday school coor-

dinator. Fr. Oswald to will contact Cherrie to see if she is willing to co-ordinate these activities  

Bishopõs Visit. Bishop is scheduled to visit on 11/24/2009. Vestry members are encouraged to 

attend. Four members indicated their interest to attend. After the visit those present will have 

lunch with the bishop. The proposed venue is Ruby Tuesday or Applebeeõs. Fr. Oswald will call 

to make reservations.  

KUDOS 

Youth Sunday & Senior Sunday Events: Both events went well. Thanks to all who made 

these events a success 
 

Michaelõs Departure: The vestry discussed the departure of Mike, and proposed several 

members for replacement. Fr. Oswald will follow up to try and get a replacement. In the mean-

time Fr. Oswald will record minutes during the vestry meeting until a replacement is found. 

 

Next Meeting: 12/09/2009 

  
Moved by Patrick, seconded by Evelyn Beale to adjourn, unanimous. 

  

Meeting ended with prayer at 8.45.pm. 

 
 

  
 

VESTRY MINUTES              (continued) 

.ó..Grant that this light,             

enkindled in our hearts, may 

shine forth in our lives; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. ò     

http://8.45.pm/


LAY SCHEDULE ñ JANUARY ñFEBRUARY, 2010 

 Jan 3 Jan. 10 Jan. 17 Jan. 24 Jan. 31 Feb. 7 Feb. 14 

Usher 1 Janet 

Bates 

Nick 

Gaulke 

Sam 

Longe 

Tom 

Horn 

Todd 

Gaulke  

Tom Horn Bob Buth 

Usher 2 Bob Buth Todd 

Gaulke 

Shade 

Longe 

Bob 

Buth 

Sam Longe Nick 

Gaulke 

Janet 

Bates 

Acolyte Nick 

Gaulke 

Rhonan 

Dyett 

Andy 

Gaulke 

Eugenia 

Decker 

Nick 

Gaulke 

Rhonan 

Dyett 

Andy 

Gaulke 

Reader 1 

Old  

Testa-

ment 

Thibou Rath Horn Beale Lewis  Decker Thibou 

Reader 2 

Epistle 

Essien Lewis Beale Rath Thibou Essien Horn 

Prayers Thibou Rath Horn Beale Lewis  Decker Thibou 

Chalice  M. Keily E. Beale P. Keily L. Lewis M. Keily E. Beale L. Lewis 

Altar 

Guild 

Eugenia 

Decker 

Jenny 

Rath 

Edna 

Decker  

Bob 

Buth 

Rosemarie 

Bwechwa 

Maren Vila Eugenia 

Decker 

Coffee 

Hosts 

Decker P & J 

Keily 

Bwechwa Horn Bates/Buth Essien Lewis 

REMEMBER:  If you are unable to fulfill your part of this 

schedule, please find a substitute!  
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