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2010: AYEAR OF COMMITMENT ('~ axff 2

On Sunday, January 24th, the annual meet-the budget, Joe Dominic suggested that we nees
ing followed a Eucharistic celebration. As a drastic new vision. The vestry will address this
church ended, members were invited to eatpositive idea at their meetings.

Cousins Subs, chips, cookies, coffee and Next on the agenda was the Pastoral Address.
soda. Everyone was full! The following are highlights from this talk:

The annual meeting was foundedonthe 9§ Church is more than
theme of COMMITMENT. Following tra- nity of Believers.

ditional items on agendas suchastheac- 1 We shoul dndét focus o
cepting of minutes an garatyzechy warry. €herowse da netiping and
Father Oswald asked Larry Lewis to speak use up too much energy.

on the topic of commitment. 1T We need to focus on
Larry read a prayer for renewal. He stated will provide and He has!

that our obligations are thrdeld: God, 1 Commitment must come from withinto

family, and church. We commit to God at God and to one another.

our Baptism, to family at our marriage, and 1 We should improve our Spiritual growth.

then we need to commit ourselves to churchEdna Decker was honored for her past service to
He mentioned Verla Thibou as an example the vestry. Next elections were held , and Larry
who has made a huge commitment to Lewis, Kathy Horn, and Todd Gaulke are our
church by agreeing to eanchor the 2010 new vestry members. Elected as convention

Di ocesan convent i on.delegatdsare Kathp Baunds, Kgthydarn, Edna
We must have a vision of 2010 and beyond.Decker, and Ramona Lewis.

We need a new roof but must look beyond Church members then discussed their hopes an
to an addition. Then Larry shared possible expectations for the following year for St. Mar-
plans for expansion of our building. tinds. A plethora of
The next item on the agenda was the treas- which the vestry will also put on the agenda for
ureds report. As wusutleirretre®atri ck Keily has
done a superb job of keeping the budgetandMMany t hanks go to thos
keeping us informed. Talk about an excel- to operate successfully in 2009!

lent example of commitment! In line with
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CLERGY CORNER

Peace and love of Our Lord Jesus Christ be with you
always.

As | write this article | am mindful of our just con-
cluded annual meeting. A lot of preparations were
made to ensure success. Many things were said and
discussed. A lot of ideas were given. Wishes, hopes
and expectations were expressed by many of you. .
Thanks to all who worked diligently to make this thato. Then God goes on t
meeting a success. and bring the bones to life. Ezekiel did as the Lord

It is now time to act. It is time to lift up our heads had asked him to. Indeed the old, dry bones came to

high and confidently go out to do what God is send- life.

ing us to do. We have elected a very strong and ca-

Father Bwechwa

pable vestry with great leadership skills. Itismy T 07 those who feel a little
sincere hope that the new vestry will propel us into | want tf’ assure you that full life is possible with _
Godbés grace. Who could beli

action. The new vestry will make sure your ideas, ) _ i
wishes, and expectations are implemented. | encour-CoUld come back to life? Yet with God nothing is
age you to continue to work with the vestry with impossible. What we are asked to do is double up

new ideas and suggestions. Whenever you feel that ©Ur commitment and keep our faith and hope. we

we are not on the right track you should point it out are called to do Godos will
to any vestry member. If we work together as a team®aré of.

we will accomplish our goals. On practical matter, | would like to encourage you to

be part of our Sunday service each Sunday whenever
o- Possible. We need one another at this time. We need
each otherdos talents. We ne¢
worship. We need everyone to be present in order to
welcome guests that God sends on our way. We
cannot invite people and not be there to welcome
d them to our home

| would like to reiterate what | said at the annual
meeting. We need not over focus on what is not g
ing well or what is not happening. We should not
focus on problems. We need not be paralyzed by
these problems. We have to focus on what we have
been doing well. We have to find our talents and
focus on those. This does not mean that we shoul
ignore the problems. Ignoring them might lead us to
repeating them. However, focusing too much on
them might paralyze us and nothing will be accom-
plished.

Lastly, I would like to thank everyone for your dedi-
cation to St. Martindos. M
You have been asked to do so much due to our lim-

ited numbers. | truly thank you for your dedication

and service. Unfortunately | will be once again

counting on you in 2010 for continued dedication

and commitment to St. Mar ti
to bless you and your families. Amen.

I would like to suggest scripture for us to pray and
think about in the next few weeks. Ezekiel Chapter
37: 1:14 is about a famous story of the valley of Dry
Bones. Ezekiel is sent in a vision by the Lord to a
valley full of old, dry bones. Ezekiel was asked by
God whether these bones could become alive again.
Ezekiel replied fiLord, you alone know the answer t
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FEBRUARY CELEBRATIONS
Please remember and pray for:
Healing: 399999999999999993
Betty Keily
Sharon and Al Gaulke g BIRTHDAYS g
Winnie Erwin M) ) ™)
Nick Buttita (at Golden Gate o Veérla Thibou Feb. 5 v
Living Center) @ Winnie Erwin Feb. 14 v
Ken Lankow ¥ Kenneth Lankow Feb. 14 L J
¥ Geraldine Lankow  Feb. 16 \4
¥ sam Longe Feb. 18 *
PR Bob Buth Feb. 22 g
Cherrie Dyett Feb. 23
/féé g Claude Beale Feb. 28 g
\4 \4
\AAAA A AL A A AL Al Al d ]

Editords Note:

i' This editor reserves the right to edit all ma-
« \'JG) -l@t G)> S,55,5», |terials to fit the page and/or content.

RJIJ@@_LS) : m L e Next publication deadline: February 22,

2010
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THE HISTORY OF
VALENTI

Every February, across the country, candy,
flowers, and gifts are exchanged between
loved ones, all in the name of St. Valentine.
But who is this mysterious saint and why do
we celebrate this holiday? The history of
Valentine's Day) and its patron sair@ is
shrouded in mystery. But we do know that
February has long been a month of romance.
St. Valentine's Day, as we know it today,
contains vestiges of both Christian and an-
cient Roman tradition. So, who was Saint
Valentine and how did he become associated
with this ancient rite? Today, the Catholic
Church recognizes at least three different
saints named Valentine or Valentinus, all of
whom were martyred

One legend contends that Valentine was a
priest who served during the third century in
Rome. When Emperor Claudius Il decided
that single men made better soldiers than
those with wives and families, he outlawed
marriage for young med his crop of poten-
tial soldiers. Valentine, realizing the injustice
of the decree, defied Claudius and continued
to perform marriages for young lovers in se-
cret. When Valentine's actions were discov-
ered, Claudius ordered that he be put to death.

NEOGS D
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Martin & Betty Keily

A DA
A TALE OF TRUE
ROMANCE

Listen to a story of true romance. Years ago
in 1941, in Milwaukee , two young people
met. He was from West Allis and she lived
on the north side of town. He was Catholic
and she was an
him at first. They had some differences, but
he persisted and they slowly fell in love.
However, the WAR began and the young
man went off to fight valiantly. They corre-
sponded she waited. Following his return,
they eventually did get married. That was 62
years ago! This aforementioned couple is
Martin and Betty Keily who just celebrated
their 62nd anniversary.

May we all be blessed with such love, lon-
gevity, and commitment!!

Epi scopa
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Vestry Minutes December 16, 2009

Present: Fr. Oswald Bwechwa, Bob Buth, Edna Decker, Andrew Essien, Patrick Keily, Verla Thi-
bou

Absent Evelyn Beale,
Opened with prayer at 7:10

Minutes of November 11" 2009 Moved by Patrick after minor corrections, seconded by Bob to ap-
prove, unanimous

Note: Fr. Bwechwa took on secretarial responsibilities until a replacement is identified.

KUDOS: This vestry meeting was the last of the year. The vestry took time to identify the highlights
of the year. It was deemed important to be aware of the many accomplishment achieved during the
year. These included: Successful summer festival, choir performance, Well maintained facility thanks

to Bobdés effort, finances of the church are well
pledging and stewardship are commendable. Independence Day celebrations are good but might need
some adjustment in the future, other celebration
cess, etc.

In the coming year it is imperative to focus more on welcoming new members.

Financial Report: Nothing too remarkable to report. We are still drawing some funds from savings

to cover our current expenditures. Last month we had to draw $1800.00 from our savings account.
There are two payments to the diocese in the month of November. This is because October and No-
vember payments were made in November. Other nonrecurring expenses include purchasing music
books for the organist to replace some of the book missing.

For the year the biggest expense was the parking lot. In general we are doing as well as expected.

Moved by Bob seconded by Andrew to approve financial report, unanimous.

Proposed Budget for 2010

Our income in 2010 will be significantly lower due to the loss of rental income from the church that
was renting our building. Our pledges remain as expected but not enough to cover our recurrent ex-
penses. For this reason our projected deficit will be close to $12,000.00

It was suggested that we try to come up with new fund raising ideas including looking for a new ten-
ant. Members of our congregations will be consulted for ideas and suggestions. (Dolly might know
someone who needs space for worship). Other fund raising ideas included having concession stands
at Miller Park or the Bradley Center. Another idea was to encourage the use of the Pick and save
cards and also to remind people to pay for the flowers they sign up for. Larry could be the point per-
son to follow up with flowesign up. The vestry will dedicate a different time to explore further

about this matter. However, the vestry does not want to lose sight of our main mission of spreading
the Gospel. Financial concerns should not distract us from doing what God wants us to do. We need
to bring more people to church and hopefully the financial concerns will fall in place. The vestry sug-
gested trying mailing invitations to current residents around St. Martins as a way of attracting more
members. Patrick will check into this matter using the registered voters list.
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VESTRY MINUTES (continued)

Resolutions:

There were three budget resolutions passed by the vestry. One was in regards to pay rates for 2010.
Pay levels for 2010 will remain unchanged except for the choir director who will receive $43.00 per
practice instead of 40.00.

Another resolution was to retain Fr. Bwechwa as the Prnesth ar ge f or 2010. Fr . E
pensation will also remain at the 2009 levels.

The vestry moved a motion to allow Patrick to purchase financial software worth up to $170.00 for

use to prepare our financial statements.

Moved by Bob seconded by Andrew to approve financial resolutions, unanimous.

BUILDING:

Our building is in good shape. Most of the needed repairs have been done. Markers were placed
around the parking lot to help with snow plowing. Christmas tree was purchased. Heating improve-
ments especially in Fr. Bwechwads office mijght
sufficient for now.

Other Business
Fr. Raasch The vestry suggested a resolution to be made at the annual convention in thanksgiving

for Fr. Raaschdés work at St. Martinds. A procl
Mrs. Raasch. (Ask Kathy Horn to help draft the proclamation)
Next meeting will focus on a new start for 'St.

critical point as a congregation. We need to refocus our energy and direction.
Larry Lewis will be invited to participate in the brainstorming and planning for the Annual
Meeting.

Next Meeting January 13, 2010 at 7.00
Moved by Patrick seconded by Andrew Essien to adjourn, unanimous.

Meeting ended with prayer at 8:50

Some people are kind,
polite, and
sweetspirited
Until you try to sit
in their pews.



