
 

WE REFLECT AND CELEBRATE THE DIVERSITY OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

It is good to be back home after our vacation in Africa! 

Although when we landed in Milwaukee it begun to 

snow! Coming from 90 degree weather to 5 inches of 

snow is not pleasant. But we are grateful to God be-

cause we surely had a great time. God kept us safe and 

healthy. The weather was perfect (A little on the hot 

side). All our friends and relatives were eager to wel-

come our son Mugisha whom they had never seen in 

person. African tradition calls for celebrations when 

friends and relatives get together. With so many rela-

tives to visit we ended up having “too much of a good 

thing”. Mugisha got a cow from his grandfather and the 

cow was slaughtered in his honor. We had plenty of 

meat to eat! (I have pictures for evidence) 

My family is very grateful for your prayers. I am par-

ticularly grateful for all who stepped in during my ab-

sence and made sure that things are running 

smoothly.  I am grateful for Rev. Loretta Mendoza for 

helping with Sunday services. Many of you were 

tasked with various assignments. You all did a great job 

and I am very grateful for that. It is wonderful to know 

that I could go away for so long and not worry about 

anything. On many occasions I was tempted to check 

the emails for emergencies but I was able to resist the 

temptation knowing that all is okay. Indeed all was 

okay! 

We are getting ready to celebrate Easter. Easter is the 

most important event for us as believers. Without 

Easter there would be no Church as we know it. With-

out Easter there would be no salvation. Without Easter 

we would still be people living in darkness. Easter is 

symbolized by light. This is the light of Christ that 

shines throughout the world. It is the light that shines in 

our hearts to enlighten us and inspire us. It is the light 

that drives away evil and sin from God’s creation. 

Indeed we are people of light and it is this Easter light 

in us that is meant to be shared with others around us. 

That is why it is very important for us to prepare our 

hearts to receive this light. It is important to pray, and 

meditate on the significance of the life, passion, 

death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

When we do so the Risen Christ abides in us and 

we can be the source of light to the rest of the 

world. 

One other important thing to remember during the 

Easter season is to follow Christ closely as he goes 

through his passion. Christ needs our companion-

ship. He needs us by the foot of his cross. Let us 

not shy away from him like some of the bystanders 

who derided him and insulted him. Let us walk 

with him from Gethsemane to Calvary. We will 

learn from him. He will inspire us.  Christ showed 

us the way to salvation. He showed us that salva-

tion comes through perseverance and sometimes 

through suffering. He took upon himself the cross 

to save us and he expects us to pick up our own 

crosses and follow him. 

I encourage you to be part of Jesus’ journey to Cal-

vary. Try to participate in the services during the 

Holy week. In this way you will truly experience 

the joy of the risen Christ on Sunday morning. 

May Good Lord bless you especially during this 

Easter season. Amen 

Fr. Oswald 

Clergy Corner 

APRIL , 2009 THE MESSENGER 

   Father Bwechwa 
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APRIL VESTRY MINUTES 

Vestry Minutes for St. Martin’s Church April 1, 2009 

Present: Evelyn Beale, Bob Buth, Fr. Oswald Bwechwa, Andrew Essien, Patrick Keily, Michael Were, and Verla Thibou. 

Absent: Edna Decker 

Opening Prayer at 7:05 

Minutes of February 21, 2009- Moved by Patrick Keily seconded by Bob Buth to approve-unanimous 

Facility Maintenance and Repairs : Bob Buth gave a report on the current state of the Church building. The building is in 
good shape. The next project is to work on the church roof. Bob indicated that he has made contact with a contractor Matt 
Krill of Sigma Roofing Tel 414 477-0318, who is interested in the project. Bob indicated that the contractor would like to 
meet with the Vestry members to discuss the details of the project. The members agreed to meet with the contractor at 
our next vestry meeting. 

Financial Report : submitted by Patrick Keily. Patrick reported that he had to transfer $1400.00. to pay for February and 
March expenses such as utilizes, pension, and other expenses that were due. He indicated that the 1400.00 transfers is 
part of the $5,000.00. that has been set aside in saving to cover such expenses.  Moved by Bob Buth seconded by Eve-
lyn Beale to approve-unanimous. 

Other Business : St. Martinôs Goals were discussed: 
Revisit our annual retreat resolution. Members discussed the activity assignments, and shared views and opinions as to 
how to co-ordinate the activities and to make sure that we meet the time line. The members agreed to recruit individual 
parish members into their respective teams to help co-ordinate the various activities within the parish. Verla Thibou, will 
update the activity outline spread sheet to be sent out later to vestry members. 

Evelyn Beale reported that she is in the process of putting together birthday cards, and anniversary cards to be sent out 
during the celebrations for each parish members but does not have updated list of all members. Patrick indicated the 
birthday and anniversary list is available and that Kathy Horn could help in that area. 

Evelyn Beale reported that there will be Outreach-Granville Interfaith board meeting on Tuesday 4/14/2009 @ 1:15pm. @ 
St. Martinôs. 

Calendar Event planning. Members discussed the need to have planner to highlight the upcoming activities and events. 
Andrew Essien agreed to help with calendar and to have it available in the church hall. 

Mass on the grass: This year will be on June 28th 09 depending on the weather conditions. 
Picnic: Members express views and dates for this yearôs picnic there were several proposed dates, such as 4th of July, 
but was left open to check with Kathy. 

Mothers day: Members expressed views as to how well to celebrate this day, it was suggested that we seek more infor-
mation from the Sunday school teachers and students. 

Independence Day: After a brief discussion on the role and meaning of the celebrations it was agreed that the celebra-
tions continue to be on its current form. Andrew Essien had proposed that we adopt a different format to celebrate events 
such as Africans Day, Caribbean, Day Black History as a way to reach out to more people, but the idea was not adopted. 

Newsletter : During Summer the newsletter will be published one time to cover for 3 months instead of monthly. This will 
be from June to August. 

Computer : Patrick Keily reported that he has been looking into different types of computer for the parish office. He indi-
cated so far Dell PC seems to be the one that is  reasonable in price and programs. After a brief discussion on the issues 
members agreed to allocate $1,000 to 1500.00. toward the purchase of a new computer. Moved by Bob Buth Seconded 
by Andrew Essien. 
Next Meeting 5/13/2009 

Moved by Andrew Essien seconded by Bob Buth to adjourn-unanimous 
Meeting ended at 8:30 with the Lordôs Prayer 
Respectfully submitted, 
Michael Were. 
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The Shack , written by William P. Young is a fictional 

novel about a man who had a conversation with God in 

this shack.  It is a story about the relationship between 

God and this individual but it brings out more! 

“In a world where religion seems to grow increasingly 

irrelevant ,The Shack wrestles with the timeless ques-

tion,  “Where is God in a world so filled with unspeak-

able pain?”  The answers the character Mack gets will 

astound you and perhaps transform you as much as it 

did him.  You’ll want everyone you know to read this 

book!” (from a book review) 

This novel was not expected to sell many copies but has 

sold millions!  If YOU are interested in finding out 

more about this book and discussing it, please let Kathy 

Horn or Janet Bates know.  If there is enough interest, 

we all will set a time and place for the discussion.    

LAST CALL FOR AN    

EYE-OPENING  

EXPERIENCE 
KIDS CLOTHES NEEDED 

The Kids Kloset of St. Luke’s Church will cele-

brate its twentieth year of helping children in need 

this March. They have frown from dispensing lay-

ettes to providing layettes, diapers, and anything 

else having to do with children. 

They need our help! 

Their clothing supply, especially boys and girls 

sizes 5 through 8 are desperately low.  On a recent 

Wednesday when they are open only 2 1/2 hours, 

they aided 41 children! 

If anyone is willing and/or able to donate any chil-

dren’s clothing, baby items such as diapers, lay-

ettes, toys or books, and maternity clothes, please 

bring them to church and we’ll get them to St. 

Luke’s Kid Kloset or you can take them to 

Kid Kloset 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 

3200 S. Herman Street 

Milwaukee, Wi 53207 

 

 

 

This author has been stopped  by strang-

ers whoõve seen the book in my posses-

sion and have said that Iõd really enjoy the 

book and that itõs a great read! 

Just a note: 

The church fish-fry on April 3 was a 

total success!  Thank you Janet Bates 

for arranging it for us.  Twenty three 

of us hardy St. Martinians met at 

the Elks Club for an all-you-can-

eat fish fry or whatever could be 

ordered and WE ATE!  The food 

was delicious and the company 

was even better!  

This is an annual event.  Next 

time, we hope YOU ALL BE 

THERE!   

   See you 



ANNUAL VESTRY RETREAT MINUTES 
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NEWSLETTER TITLE 

Vestry Retreat and Meeting St. Martin’s Church 2/21/2009 
 
 

Present: Verla Thibou, Fr. Oswald Bwechwa, Evelyn Beale, Bob Buth, Edna Decker, Michael Were, and Patrick Keily 

 

Absent: Andrew Essien 

 

Meeting started at 9.45 am with meditation and reflection on a reading from Ezekiel 37: 1-14, and Psalm 23. 

Prayer and Reflections ended at 10:30.am. 

 

Minutes of January 25, 2009. Moved by Verla Thibou, seconded by Evelyn Beale toApprove –Unanimous. 

Financial Report: Moved by Bob Buth, seconded by Evelyn Beale to approve the financial report-unanimous. 

EVALUATION OF OUR MINISTRIES AND ACTIVITIES:  
 
Choir Director.  Fr. Oswald reported that Julie Gaulke has agreed to be the choir director and will be paid $40.00.per week. 
The organist will also be paid $40.00 per practice. Moved by Verla Thibou seconded by Bob Buth to approve-unanimously. 
 
Pamphlets : They have helpful information and convenient for visitors. 
 
Website :  It is up and running and is up to date. Julie has done a great job. 
 
Mailing:  Thousands of letters of invitation have been mailed out.  
 
Welcoming Visitors : We need to make an effort to follow up with either a phone call, or  a home visit, and to have a parish 
member assigned to assist in helping visitors during the Sunday service. 
 
Heat and Air:   holding on fine. 
 

Church Narthex : seems not to have enough heat. More heating maybe needed. 

Repairs :  Painting has been completed. The Church building is in good  condition, except that the church roofing and parking 
lot are in need of repair. 
 
Coffee Hour:   So far is going well, most of the parish members seem to enjoy the after service fellowship.  
Child Care:   may require some future planning. 
 
Eucharistic Ministers/Community of hope . May require more follow up. So far Maren, Dorothy and Sharon have been 
delegated to continue to visit and give communion to those members who are unable to attend Sunday mass. 
 
Outreach : Granville Interfaith- going well except there is need for more funds to keep the program running. St. Martinôs 
Church will continue to support Granville Interfaith. Most of future activities will be carried out from Abiding Savior Lutheran 
Church. The Granville Interfaith is looking for persons to fill in the position of two board members. St. Martinôs Church will 
continue to provide its share of financial support to Granville Interfaith. Pat Keily moved to give $500.00. to Granville Inter-
faith seconded by Edna Decker approved-unanimous. 
 
Thanksgiving Dinner : This ministry will need to be evaluated in view of last yearôs attendance. It was noted that last yearôs 
thanksgiving dinner attendance was low and plenty of food was leftover, thus would require future planning and follow up. 
 
Festival : Last year the festival went well, and seems to have been a success. Thanks to the band we were able to attract 
new people around the neighborhood. May require some future planning, especially with dates. 

Altar guild : It is going well. 
 
Independence Days : so far have gone on well. The next Independence day celebration coming up is Ghana Independence 
Day in March 2009. 

http://9.45.am


Worship Committee : needs to be updated and needs more planning. 
 
Music:  Music needs improvement. With a new choir director we hope things will improve. Beginning 8/3/2009 choir 
practice will begin at 9.30.am. 
 
Sunday School:  still in the planning process. Needs more input on how well to meet the needs of our Sunday school 
children and youth. Cherrie will manage the program and officially Sunday school begins March 8. 
 
Acolytes : needs to be improved. 
 
Preaching : continues to improve, especially children part of the homily is good. The addition of the extra microphone 
has helped increase the hearing and the delivery of Sunday homily. 
 
Eucharistic Ministers/lectors :  continues to improve, and doing well. 
 
Ushers : continues to improve. Requires some planning, a need to have some guidelines for the new people. The 
Service booklet needs some update. Also, the prayers of the people folder need to be in order to avoid confusion. 
Also, we have to encourage members to write the names of their loved ones clearly for Sunday prayers. 
 
Bulletin : Lily Floral Group will continue to provide flowers to St. Martinôs, and we will carry an advertisement for Lily 
Floral Group in our bulletin to cover the costs of the flowers. 
 
Financial Reports and financial planning :  Pat Keily reported that some of the church savings and investment 
have been affected with the recent fall in the market, and that even though Sunday collections are down all Church 
expenses and bills are up to date. 
 
Fundraising :  needs future planning. 
Stewardship:  needs improvement, and planning for future projects. 

Strategic Planning and Accountability.  

 The vestry discussed how we can be accountable in our planning and executions of our decisions. It was agreed 
that members of the vestry should oversee different ministries and report to the vestry monthly. The ministries were 
divided as follows: 

Evelyn Beale ; Readers, acolytes, coffee hosts, alter guild, community hope, outreach, birthdays and anniversary 
cards.  

Michael Were ; Youth development and activities, Sunday school, youth groups, youth education.  

Fr. Oswald Bwechwa ; Worship: Choir, liturgical celebrations.  

Verla Thibou:   New members, visitorôs follow-up, welcoming and guiding visitors, ushers, and greeters. 

Pat Keily;  finance, fundraising, and stewardship.  

Edna Decker ; Social activities: family festivals, thanksgiving dinner, parish fish fry, and mass in the grass.  

Bob Buth ; Physical plant.  

Andrew Essien  to oversee that all activities are on time and on task as scheduled. 

OTHER ACTIVITIES 

Youth and Family Resource Center:   Fr. Oswald Bwechwa and Michael Were are in the process of completing the 
proposals and the funds/grants request to be submitted to the diocese by 3/31/2009. 
 
Next vestry meeting: Wed. 4/1/2009 @ 7 pm. 
 
Meeting adjourned with prayer at 2.15.pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Michael Were. 
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LAY SCHEDULE ð APRIL/MAY 

 April 12 

Easter            

Sunday 

April 19 April 26 May 3 May 10 May 17 May 24 May 31 

Usher 1 Sam 

Longe 

 

Nick Buttita Bob Buth Nick Buttita Todd 

Gaulke 
Janet 

Bates 

Sam 

Longe 
Nick  

Buttita 

Usher 2 Shade 

Longe 

Bob Buth J a n e t 

Bates 

Tom Horn Nick 

Gaulke 

Bob Buth Shade 

Longe 

Todd 

Gaulke 

Acolyte 
ALL 

Nick 

Gaulke 

Rhonan 

Dyett 

Andy 

Gaulke 

David 

Elutilo 

Eugenia 

Decker 

Nerissa 

Dyett 

Nick 

Gaulke 

Acolyte 
ALL 

Andy 

Gaulke 

David 

Elutilo 

Eugenia 

Decker 

Nerissa 

Dyett 

Nick 

Gaulke 

Rhonan 

Dyett 

Andy 

Gaulke 

Reader 1 

Old  

Testa-

ment 

Jenny 

Rath 

Edna 

Decker 

Michael 

Were 

Verla     

Thibou 

Kathy 

Horn 

Sharon 

Gaulke 

Evelyn 

Beale 

Larry Lewis 

Reader 2 

Epistle 

Verla 

Thibou 

Larry Lewis Kathy 

Horn 

Jenny Rath Evelyn 

Beale 

Edna 

Decker 

Marjorie 

Essien 

Michael 

Were 

Prayers Jenny 

Rath  

Edna 

Decker 

Michael 

Were 

Verla     

Thibou 

Kathy 

Horn 

Sharon 

Gaulke 

Evelyn 

Beale 

Larry Lewis 

Chalice  Larry 

Lewis 

Martin 

Keily 

Patrick 

Keily 

Evelyn 

Beale 

Larry 

Lewis 

Martin 

Keily 

Patrick 

Keily 

Evelyn 

Beale 

Altar 

Guild 

Bob Buth Rosemarie 

Bwechwa 

Jenny Rath Maren Vila Eugenia 

Decker  

Edna 

Decker 

Bob Buth Rosemarie 

Bwechwa 

Coffee 

Hosts 

Bates/

Buth 

Lewis Donnell Essien T. Gaulke Kathy 

Barnes 

Beale Decker 

REMEMBER:  If you are unable to fulfill your part of this 

schedule, please find a substitute!  



The meaning of Easter - What does it mean to 

you?  
 

The meaning of Easter is Jesus Christ's victory 

over death. His resurrection symbolizes the eternal 

life that is granted to all who believe in Him. The 

meaning of Easter also symbolizes the complete 

verification of all that Jesus preached and taught 

during His three-year ministry. If He had not risen 

from the dead, if He had merely died and not been 

resurrected, He would have been considered just 

another teacher or Rabbi. However, His resurrec-

tion changed all that and gave final and irrefutable 

proof that He was really the Son of God and that 

He had conquered death once and for all.  

 

However, Easter did not always symbolize 

Christ's resurrection from the dead and the mean-

ing of Easter was quite different than what Chris-

tians celebrate today. The feast day of Easter was 

originally a pagan celebration of renewal and re-

birth. Celebrated in the early spring, it honored the  

THE MEANING OF EASTER 
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pagan Saxon goddess Eastre. When the early 

missionaries converted the Saxons to Christi-

anity, the holiday, since it fell around the 

same time as the traditional memorial of 

Christ's resurrection from the dead, was 

merged with the pagan celebration, and be-

came know as Easter. The meaning of Easter 

was also changed to reflect its new Christian 

orientation.  

 

Today, the meaning of Easter, for million of 

Christians, is that of honoring and recognizing 

Jesus Christ's resurrection from the dead, and 

His glorious promises of eternal life for all 

who believe in Him. 

Who is the Easter Bunny?  

Today on Easter Sunday, many children wake up to find that the 
Easter Bunny has left them baskets of candy. He has also hidden the 
eggs that they decorated earlier that week. Children hunt for the 
eggs all around the house. Neighborhoods and organizations hold 
Easter egg hunts, and the child who finds the most eggs wins a prize.  

The Easter Bunny is a rabbit -spirit. Long ago, he was called the 
"Easter Hare", hares and rabbits have frequent multiple births so 

they became a symbol of fertility. The custom of an Easter egg hunt 
began because children believed that hares laid eggs in the grass. 
The Romans believed that "All life comes from an egg." Christians 

consider eggs to be "the seed of life" and so they are symbolic of the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.  



St. Martinõs Episcopal Church 

8401 N. 60th Street 

Brown Deer, WI  53223 

  

Kristiana Longe April 3 

David Wild  April 19 

Betty Keily  April 23 

                                                                   

Phone: 414-354-4249 

Fax: 414-354-5194 

E-mail: STMARTINSBROWNDEER@  

SBCGLOBAL.NET 
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     APRIL Birthdays  

St. Martinôs Episcopal Church 

WEõRE  ON  THE  WE B !  

WWW.STMARTINSBROWNDEER.ORG 

Mailing Address Line 1  

Mailing Address Line 2  

Mailing Address Line 3  


