
 

WE REFLECT AND CELEB RATE THE DIVERSITY OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD  

Many Thanks, Gracias Mucho, Merci 

beaucoup, Vielen Danke, Grazie Molto, 

Asante sana. 

I would have loved to come up with 12 ways of saying 

thank you just as represented by the flags on our new 

banner in the sanctuary. Well, I was able to come up 

with just about half of the languages to express my 

gratitude to each and everyone of you for a job well 

done! The 50th anniversary celebrations passed without 

a glitch. We have received positive feedbacks from our 

guests. I believe we put up a great show. 

It all started off with Janet. She was instrumental in 

getting old photos. She put together the history of St. 

Martinôs. I believe she was involved in getting the flags 

for our new banners. In her own way, Janet started us 

on the right footing. 

Thanks to the 50th anniversary committee chaired by 

Kathy Horn. As many of you know Kathy has great 

leadership skills. She is passionate, charismatic and 

very motivated. She is a person you want on your team. 

She will not rest until the job is well done.  With her 

leadership and hard work the entire event passed grace-

fully. We had enough tasty food. We had entertaining 

slide show that ignited fond memories among our 

guests. Indeed the entire committee worked tirelessly to 

make sure everything goes smoothly. Thank you all. 

Our guest speaker, Richard Artison, was wonderful. He 

gave a compelling testament regarding St. Martinôs 

hospitality, warmth, and pragmatism. He was able to 

point out who we are as a community of believers and 

where we ought to be going.  I believe Marjorie sug-

gested Mr. Artison as our guest speaker. She also 

worked hard to get his contacts and actually invited 

him to speak. Thanks Marjorie. 

The celebrations kicked off on Saturday with a great 

potluck dinner organized by Dolly. Once again you 

excelled in putting up a great dinner. There was plenty 

of food from all over the world. St. Martinôs was able 

to show our diversity by the diverse food items we 

served to our guests. I remember Bishop Miller 

stating that he enjoyed the great variety of food 

especially the ñrice pilafò from East Africa. Thanks 

to everyone who made this possible 

Thanks to Evelyn Beale. Once again she has come 

through with funds when we needed them. As you 

all know we did not budget for the festivities at the 

beginning of the year.  However, we could not put 

up such an event without funds. We needed more 

that $2000.00 towards dinner and other items in-

cluding printing the service program booklet. I be-

lieve Evelyn was able to collect more than what we 

needed. 

At the same time we had to get our church building 

ready for the day. Thanks to our junior warden, 

Bob Buth, Andrew Essien and Larry Lewis for 

their hard work. New air-conditioning ducks were 

installed, some painting was done and many other 

minor repairs were completed. There was a lot of 

cleaning up that was done by all of you. Windows 

had to be cleaned and even curtains had to be 

washed after many years of neglect. Thanks to Eve-

lyn, Ramona, Maren, Dorothy, Marjorie and many 

others who helped in the cleaning effort. 

Worship service was magnificent thanks to the 

worship committee and the choir led by Al Gaulke. 

The worship committee designed and organized 

our service booklet. Julie was very instrumental in 

getting the service booklet ready. She produced the 

design and also helped in getting the hymns in the 

booklet. And thanks to Verla for proof reading the 

booklet. The choir sung beautifully and I received 

many positive comments on how the service went 

well. 

Clergy Corner 
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   Father Bwechwa 
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Our facility was well decorated thanks to Sharon, Marjorie, Maren, Lewis, Evelyn, Kathy and Dorothy. 

The group worked very hard to get the undercroft decorated. Sharon, Marjorie, and Kathy were instru-

mental in making the banners.  The Altar Guild did a great job getting our altar ready for the day. Many 

things needed to be cleaned and prepared for the celebrations and you all came through. 

All the guests felt at home thanks to the welcoming committee including Joan Menne, Shirley Lehrer, 

Ken Goetschel, Nick Buttita and Tom Horn. Our reputation as a warm, friendly and welcoming congre-

gation was at work during our celebrations. One of the thank you notes from one of our guests stated: 

ñWe are still exhausted from the Peace. Your congregation more than lived up to its legendary reputation 

for warmth and hospitality, and we will not soon forget the time we spent in your companyò Such com-

ments are very encouraging and we need to keep the same spirit because it touches the hearts of many. 

Thanks to the acolyte team. They did a great job. The service went without a glitch. Without mentioning 

all the names, we all know that it took ñthe villageò to get this done. 

Behind the scenes, Claude, Tom, Bob and others moved chairs and tables back and forth from the senior 

center to our facility. They hauled away a lot of items that were taken from the basement. 

Well, what is a celebration without a wonderful Master of Ceremonies? I think you will all agree with me 

that Todd Gaulke performed wonderfully. He kept everyone entertained. His voice was able to carry even 

in the undercroft where it was noisy. He was able to direct traffic and no accident happened.  Todd was 

able to get our guests to share their fondest memories. Thank you Todd for a job well done. 

The testimony to our appreciated presence in the Brown Deer area was shown by the many proclamations 

and citations we received from the Brown Deer Village Board, Senator Lena Taylor, Milwaukee County, 

and Senator Herb Kohl. Thanks to Lisa Artison for her effort in getting proclamations from Herb Kohl 

and Milwaukee County. Thanks to Larry Lewis for his effort to obtain a proclamation from the village. 

What next? Well, I believe that we are doing Godôs will. I believe that God wants us to continue doing 

what we are doing. Our membership is not big. However, big is not always better just like Mr. Artison 

put it in his talk. We should continue to do our best to welcome people to our church. God will send 

members to join us. As the bishop said, our ministry is in Godôs hands. 

Blessings!! 

Gracias Mucho, Merci beaucoup, Vielen Danke, Grazie                       

                  Molto, Asante sana.    (continued from P. 1) 

Coming together is a beginning.  

Keeping together is progress.  

Working together is success.  

       Steven Covey 



THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!  
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Never let it be said that Kathy Horn is at a loss for words, but following the weekend of our anniversary 

celebration, I was so exhilarated, that all I can say to each and every one of our St. Martinôs family is 

THANK YOU!!  WE DID IT!!  The weekend was fantastic.   

The members of the anniversary committee:  Marjorie and Andy Essien, Verla Thibou, Dolly Grimes-

Johnson, Julie Gaulke, Janet Bates, Larry Lewis, Lisa Artison, and Sharon Gaulke, worked so well together 

and along with those they recruited, did wonderful work!!! 

Larry:  Thank you for all the advertising and communication you did with the village, the street signs, the 

village proclamation, for working with the Herald news people, and everything else! 

Lisa:  Thank you so much for arranging the wonderful proclamations from the county and Senator Kohl. I 

value your input. We couldnôt have done it without you!! 

Dolly:  When it comes to ñFish and Loavesò I always worry that we wonôt have enough food, but you made 

all those calls and enlisted support from all out parishioners and then some.  Thank you. The food Sat. night  

was great  and plentiful. Sundayôs meal went so smoothly also. Thanks for working with Kellyôs Katering. 

They also provided excellent food and service. 

Sharon:  The Undercroft (church basement) looked wonderful as did the tables.  Thanks to you and your 

group who made that happen.  You have such a creative mind and always come through! 

Verla:  Youôve always been available and try to do whatever needs to be done.  You have wonderful and 

such sensible ideas! Thank you for this and for your editing skills! 

Julie:  Thank you for designing the postcard, creating the wonderful CD of St. Martinôs Favorite Hymns (Iôd 

recommend it to everyone!) and for assisting in the design and completion of the Sunday service booklet. 

You and Father and Verla made it look so professionally done! 

Janet:  For being at our meetings, for getting photos, and assisting in many areas including making our bulle-

tin boards look so nice, thank you!  I hope that now we can archive all these memories with scrapbooking as 

well as the CD Iôll make of the pictures.  I know Iôll help you!  Memories and history are so important to 

keep track of. 

Marjorie and Andy:  You have always been there for St. Martinôs and me!!  The banners that we did for this 

event are wonderful!!  In addition, we are looking forward to our Church directory which I know youôve 

worked so hard on!  You have also worked on things at the church when no one else was there. Thank you!! 

Father Bwechwa:  Of course, none of this would have happened if you hadnôt been there to take over when 

Father Raasch left.  You have worked so hard and so well on this!  Thank you for putting up with me and my  

emails!!  The service was beautiful and inspirational. The worship committee planned beautifully. 

I pray that I havenôt left any committee member out!  Forgive me if I did. I sincerely appreciate everyone 

who stepped in and helped when asked! Our anniversary committee had almost a whole year of planning and 

that paid off!  We were well-organized and carefully planned. This was Godôs work! With this momentum, 

thereôs very little that can stand in the way of St. Martinôs.  THE BEST IS YET TO COME ! LETôS 

KEEP UP THIS SPIRIT AND SHARE IT WITH OTHERS. PRAISE GOD!!!  

          Kathy H. 
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ANNIVERSARY MEMORIES  

                    ( A FEW) 


