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Clergy Corner

Stewardship

From October 10" to October 1 lth, the Diocese held its
161* Annual Convention at Memorial Hall in Racine.
St. Martin’s was represented by Evelyn Beale, David
Leigh, Ramona Lewis, Verla Thibou and me. This was
my first diocesan convention as your priest-in-charge.
To me this was a learning experience of how our dio-
cese functions. It was a time to meet many interesting
people. It was a time of sharing and discussing very
important issues of our time. The theme of the conven-
tion was “Common Ground”: A multiracial, multi-
ethnic, multicultural church.

We had speakers from the National Church who are
dedicated to building a multiracial, multiethnic, multi-
cultural church. The speakers were: Rev. Anthony
Gullen, Missioner for Latino/Hispanic Ministries, Rev.
Angela S. Ifill, Missioner for Black Ministries and Rev.
Dr. Winfred B. Vargara, Director for Ethnic Congrega-
tional Development and Missioner for Asian American
Ministries.

What I got from their presentation is that our church in
the United States cannot survive if we continue doing
business as usual. We have to find a way to minister to
so many people around our communities who are
searching for God. The old model of waiting for people
to come to our church does not work. We have to find a
way to get people in our churches.

I was glad to hear this message because St. Martin’s
has been on the forefront of welcoming people of dif-
ferent ethnic, racial, and cultural backgrounds. I believe
we are doing a good job in welcoming people and I
hope we can do more to get more people in our parish.
As you know we have been conducting a mailing cam-
paign. According to Peggy Warzolla, results from such
campaigns take time. We should not expect immediate
results. Let us keep doing what we do well and I be-
lieve that God will be with us in our ministry to the
people around Brown Deer.

-

Father Bwechwa

One other thing that made me feel proud at the con-
vention was during the budget discussion. I believe
for the first time in a long time, we did not depend
on the diocesan financial support for our operating
budget. We received some funding for Congrega-
tional Development from the diocese but this was
not related to our operating budget. We used these
funds to visit the churches in New Jersey and Palm
Beach, Florida. We are still using the funds for our
mailing campaign and we did not use these funds
for our operating budget.

I got a feeling that there were many questions and
concerns from some delegates about diocesan fi-
nancial support for non-self supporting parishes.
People were wondering why such parishes should
be supported and for how long. I am hoping that St.
Martin’s will continue to sustain itself in the next
coming year.

I think we should be proud of ourselves for manag-
ing to support ourselves financially although our
numbers are not so great. During the 50" anniver-
sary, I received several comments from former pa-
rishioners regarding our facilities. The church
building is in great shape. It is well maintained. We
have air-conditioning. Our heating system seems to
be fantastic so far. The question for these former
parishioners was how we area able to maintain the
facility with a limited budget. I believe St. Mar-
tin’s always comes through whenever there is need.
Let us keep the same spirit and God will continue
to bless us.

(Continued p. 2)
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STEWARDSHIP
(Cont’d)

In the next few weeks [ would like us to fo-
cus on our stewardship for next year. St.
Martin’s has amazed many people on how
we are able to maintain ourselves on such
low budgets. I believe we do a good job in
taking care of our limited resources. I am
hoping and praying that we will be able to
raise enough money to take care of our busi-
ness without asking for financial assistance
from the diocese next year.

Of course I am hoping that in the near future,
we can grow and be able to afford a full time
Rector. I am finding out that there no such
thing as “part-time” priest. However, every-
thing is possible if we truly believe and put
in effort.

Father Bwechwa

Coming events for November and December

Nov. 2 Cel ebrate

Antiguads

ALL SAINTS
COMMEMORATION

On Sunday, November 2, St. Martin’s will
celebrate several things. Since it is All
Saint’s Day, we will commemorate the de-
parted by a special candle lighting service.

In addition, we will also celebrate the Inde-
pendence Day of Antigua. Be sure to join us
to honor all of our departed and learn more
about the Antigua culture.

I ndependence

Celebrate all saints. Join in the special candle lighting ceremony.

Nov. 9 BRING A FRIEND TO CHURCH SUNDAY
Nov. 23 Stewardship Sunday. Thanksgiving Collection for Sojourner
Nov. 30 Advent begins. Advent wreath and set up mitten tree.
Dec. 14 Independence Day for Kenya and Tanzania
Dec. 21 Church decoration after church service
Dec. 24 ChildrendosBMBEM Vi ce
Christmas Eve Service 11:00 PM
Dec. 28 Christmas pageant?
Dec. 31 10: 00 PM New Yeards Eve Service

Day.




OOPS!

DON’T FORGET!!

In our last newsletter, which this editor worked on
in Utah while she was visiting her daughter, Kelly,
and family, I mistakenly thanked Kelly Artison for
her work on our anniversary committee and it was-
n’t Kelly Artison. IT WAS LISA ARTISON.

Please excuse this mistake.

~

Although the mitten tree
isn’t up yet, you can still
prepare for it. Knit, cro-
chet, and/or buy mittens
for children and adults.

St. Martin’s has always
been known for it’s abil-

Lisa Artison obtained all but one of the wonderful

proclamations St. Martin’s received from our gov-

ernment representatives for our 50th anniversary,

and we greatly appreciated her participation on our

committee. THANK YOU, LISA!

ity, no matter how small or big, to reach out to

others in our community at various times of the
year. We’re doing that again with out Thanks-
giving dinner and the mitten tree.

Please consider donating something to that tree!
The dollar/bargain stores have some great buys
right now.

If for some reason you are unable or unwilling
to shop, you may give your monetary donation
to Kathy Horn who will buy hats and mittens for
you. Thanks!!

GOD HAS APOSITIVE ANSWER

YOU SAY

GOD SAYS

BIBLE VERSES

It’s impossible!

I’m too tired

I can’t figure things out.

I can’t forgive myself.

[ can’t manage.

I’m always worried and
Frustrated

I’m not smart enough.

I feel all alone.

\ Nobody really loves me.

All things are possible.
I will give you rest.
I will direct your steps.

I forgive you.

I will supply all your needs.

Cast all your cares on me.

I give you wisdom.
I will never leave you or
forsake you.

I love you!

(Luke 18:27

(Matthew 11:28-30)
(Proverbs 3: 5-6)

(1John 1:9 & Romans 8:1)
(Philippians 4:19)

(1 Peter 5:7)

(1 Corinthians 1:30)
(Hebrews 13:5)

(John 3:16 & John 3:34) /




VESTRY MEETING MINUTES - NOVEMBER

Vestry Minutes for St. Martin’s Church Oct.
8, 2008

Present: Evelyn Beale, Bob Buth, Fr. Oswald
Bwechwa, Edna Decker, Andrew Essien, Julie
Gaulke, Patrick Keily, David Leigh

Absent: None
Opening Prayer at 7:05
Minutes of Sept. 8, 2008- Moved by Bob Buth

seconded by Evelyn Beale to approve-
unanimous

Facility Maintenance and Repairs: Several
maintenance proposals were presented by Larry
Lewis:

1 $4,200 to strip and wax the floors, tabled.

1  Proposal for new sign above the existing
sign to replace 50™ Anniversary, $340.00.
Vestry will get some new red letters for our
larger sign and table the expenditure of
$340.00 for now.

Financial Report: submitted by Patrick Keily:
1 behind in pledges.
1 50™ anniversary paid for itself and

7 furnace ductwork came in on budget.

Moved by Bob Buth and seconded by Edna
Decker to approve-unanimous.

Please notig>>>>

Diocesan Audit Report: Minor changes to be made
due to the great efforts of Patrick Keily. The recom-
mended response will be presented at the next meet-

ing.

50" Anniversary Self Evaluation: Our anniversary
celebration was an overwhelming success. St. Mar-
tin’s received alot of compliments, and people do-
nated enough money to cover expenses. At least 130
people worshipped and celebrated in church on Sun-
day.

Other Business: St. Martin’s Goals were dis-
cussed: The following items were decided:

71 Independence Day of Countries will continue to
be celebrated,;

Bring a friend to church is Sunday Nov. 9™.

9 Our Sunday bulletin should contain the entire
service so newcomers will not have to switch
back and forth.

1 We will continue with the mailings.
Next Meeting Nov. 12" 2008.

Moved by Andrew Essien seconded by Bob Buth to
adjourn-unanimous

Meeting ended at 8:30 with the Lord’s Prayer
Respectfully submitted,
David Leigh

Edi tords Not e:

This editor reserves the right to edit all mate-
rials to fit the page and/or content.

Next publication deadline: November 30,
2008




LAY SCHEDULE — NOVEMBER/DECEMBER

Nov. 2 Nov. 9 Nov. 16 Nov. 23 Nov. 30 Dec. 7 Dec. 14 Dec. 21
Usher 1 Nick Janet Bates | Todd Tom Horn Janet Sam Nick Todd
Buttita Gaulke Bates Longe Buttita Gaulke
Usher 2 Sam Bob Buth Nick Larry Lewis | Bob Buth | Shade Tom Horn | Nick
Gaulke Longe Gaulke
Longe
Acolyte David Eugenia Nerissa Nick Andy Rhonan Eugenia- Nerissa
Elutilo Decker Dyett Gaulke Gaulke Decker Dyette
Dyette
Acolyte Andy Nick David Rhonan David Nick Andy Nick
Gaulke Gaulke Elutilo Dyett Elutilo Gaulke Gaulke Gaulke
Reader 1 | Kathy Sharon Larry Verla David Evelyn Edna Kathy Horn
old Horn Gaulke Lewis Thibou Leigh Beale Decker
Testa-
ment
Reader 2 | Verla Marjorie Edna David Leigh | Kathy Marjorie Larry Verla
. Thibou Essien Decker Horn Essien Lewis .
Epistle Thibou
Prayers Kathy Sharon Larry Verla David Evelyn Edna Kathy Horn
Horn Gaulke Lewis . Leigh Beale Decker
Thibou
Chalice Martin Larry Lewis | Patrick Evelyn Martin Larry Patrick Evelyn
Keily Keily Beale Keily Lewis Keily Beale
Altar Rose- Maren Vila | Edna David Leigh | Bob Buth | Rosemarie | Maren Edna
Guild marie Decker Bwechwa | Vila Decker
Bwechwa
Coffee Horn Essien Menne/ Lewis Donnell T. Gaulke | Kathy Beale
Hosts Lehrer Barnes

o

Please remember:

If you are unable to fulfill your part of this schedule,

please find a substitute.

/




St. Martin’s Episcopal Church

1
WEGRE ON THE WEB!

WWW.STMARTINSBROWNDEER.ORG

“appy Birthday to Yoy,

Patrick Keily Nov. 12
Elena Wild Nov. 12
Dolly Grimes-Johnson Nov. 14

Diana Craw Nov. 19

NOVEMBER Birthdays

St . Martinds Epi
8401 North 60th Street
Brown Deer, WI 53223

Phone: 414-354-4249
Fax: 414-354-5194
E-mail: STMARTINSBROWNDEER@
SBCGLOBAL.NET

Mailing Address Line 1
Mailing Address Line 2
Mailing Address Line 3




