Clergy Corner

We are in the Lenten Season. A season when we
look forward to one of the most important event
in our church calendar: The death and resurrec-
tion of our Lord Jesus Christ. As with any impor-
tant events in our life we are called to get ready.
We are called to prepare and be vigilant. The
preparation begins with Ash Wednesday where
we are reminded of our sinfulness and the need
to repent.

Traditionally Lenten preparations have called
for self-denial and fasting. These are important
tools for us to use in preparing ourselves spiritu-
ally. From the time of Nineveh people have
benefited from these kinds of practices. Believ-
ers have been able to turn away from sin and
returned to God. I encourage all of us to con-
tinue with this spirit of self-denial and sacrifice
during this time of Lent

In Joel 2:2 The prophet says: “Yet even now says
the Lord, return to me with all your heart, fast-
ing, with weeping and with morning; rend your
hearts and not your clothing. Return to the Lord,
your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow
to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and
relents from punishing”. Indeed we are called to
repent, to fast, and to weep for our sins.

However, as with any practice, it is always im-
portant to keep in mind the “spirit” behind the
practice. Rituals and traditions can become
empty and meaningless unless the spirit behind
them is kept alive. Prophet Joel reminds us to
render our hearts not our clothing. We see Je-
sus having problems with people fasting and
doing penance just for the sake of doing so. He
had problems with people who render their
clothing rather than their hearts. In the Gospel of
Mathew chapter 6:1-6 Jesus says: “Beware of
\practicing your piety before others in order to
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be seen by them; for then you have no re-
ward from your father in heaven. So when-
ever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet
before you, as the hypocrites do in the syna-
gogues and in the streets, so that they may
be praised by others. Truly I tell you they
have received their reward”.

I think you get the point. What is important is
not the acts of penance and self-denial but
the spirit behind them. I encourage each one
of us to get involved in the Lenten prepara-
tion in the true spirit of repentance. I am en-
couraging each of us to focus on love of God
and neighbor rather than on our “poor
selves”. Whatever we decide to do should
glorify God rather than our own ego.

I believe that one way we can accomplish
our Lenten obligation is through prayer. We
are called to pray more and get closer to
God. Prayer will not only bring us closer to
God but also to one another. Prayer will
enlighten our hearts and show us the way
forward. Prayer will guide us on how to
share our time, treasure and talent. Prayer
will show us how to serve Christ by serving
others. As the result of our prayer we will be
given a mission. This mission will involve
some form of doing justice.

Prayer also will enlighten us and show us our
past unfaithfulness, our pride, hypocrisy and
self-indulgencies. We will be enlightened on

our injustices to others, our impatience and
dishonesty in our daily lives. (con’t p.2) /




/

CLERGY CORNER

PLANNING AHEAD

(continued)

Here are several dates to put on your calendar as a re-
minder:

April 3rdd Annual FISH FRY! 6:30 Elks Club
HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

Palm Sunday Service 10:15

Maundy Thursday Service: 7:00 PM

Maundy Thursday Vigil 8:008 10:00 PM Sign-up Sheet
in the Narthex

Good Friday: Stations of the Cross, 12:30 PM
Easter Sunday: 10:15 Bring your bells to ring!

o

In other words, through prayer we will discover who we are and our shortfalls and ask God to truly repent of our
sins. Without awareness of our shortcomings we cannot turn to God for true forgiveness and we cannot truly
make necessary change in our lives to make the world a better place for all.

For this reason I encourage all of us to participate in our Sunday Liturgy and make effort and time for daily
prayers and meditation. This is not easy but with support from one another we can do it. Unfortunately I will be
away in Africa during most of Lent. I would have loved to be around for Sunday Morning bible study and reflec-
tion. However, this should not discourage us from forming a support group to accomplish this goal.

May the grace and love of our Lord Jesus Christ be with us during this Lenten season. Amen.

ANNUAL FISH FRY
APRIL 3rd

Put it on your calendar!!
Friday, April 3rd, at 6:30
PM, St. Martin’s people who sign up will
meet at the Elks Club on Good Hope
Road, for the fish fry. The menu has a va-
riety of items (for non-fish eaters too!) but
the all-you-can-eat fried Pollack dinner
costs $9.99 plus tax and tip. So, you can
specify if you so choose.

There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin
board in the Narthex so please get your
name on there now!! It’s great food! Join
us!

Matthew 5:14-16. "Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hid.
Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it
giveth light to all that are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they
may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven."
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NEW CHOIR SEASON
BEGINS MARCH 13t ALTAR GUILD MEETING

Easter preparations are on the way, and the altar guild
will meet on Saturday, April 11, to clean up and set
up for Easter Sunday.

We will meet at 11:00 and, if everyone is present, we
should be done in an hour! See you then!

Come one, come all! If you can read and move

your | ips, youdre qualifi
know how to read music. You do NOT even need

to carry a tune. All you need is a love for worship

through music. In this new season we will be sing-

ing music wedve never sut
rating handbells, tambourines, and any other fun

i nstruments we cah get o1
be singing with the piano and/or guitar, or even a :
cappella. Webve got at | east four children in the
choir now, and wedd love If s8& ko) Wiflam B olnida fichofuld 1 :
ple of ALL ages are welco hl@/e'l aboht £ man¥wfb Had alRoBv¥s&iibh Qith GoRih 7 :

ready signed up, but are still interested, please see ! this shack. It is a story about the relationship between
Julie Gaulke or Joe Dominic for further details. I God and this individual but it brings out more!

Rehearsals are held every Sunday morning at

| ~ . .
. . :Aln a world where religjion s
9:30, before the service begins. I irrelevant ,The Shackvrestles with the timeless ques-
lti on, AWhere is God inia wo

Come make a joyful noise with us! . X
oy labl e pain?o The answer
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I astound you and perhaps transform you as much as it :
idi d hi m. Youdl |l want e!v%eryo
ibook!od (from a book revl:
: |
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| Lol
: This novel was not expected to sell many copies but has | :

|
: sold millions! If YOU are interested in finding out :
€a n! moirlle gbo%t&hlts Book a(r:?d di§:uoss1%eg’ it, please let Kathy :

! Horn or Janet Bates know. If there is enough interest,

! we all will set a time and place for the discussion.

ACreate in me a
and put a new and right spirit within
me 0 Psalm 51:10
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Mi nutes of the Annual
Church

Meeting started with a prayer at 11. 45. Lunch fol-
lowed.

Business part of the Meeting started at 12.10 with

prayer.

Appt. of Secretary-Michael Were

Approval of Minutes from meeting Jan. 27, 2008.
Moved by Janet Bates

Seconded by Kathy Horn to approve the minutes-
Unanimous.

Pastoral address: See Report by Fr. Bwechwa.
Highlights:

1. Website up and running. Members are encouraged to
visit and give feedbacks.

2. 50th anniversary: was a great success. Thanks to
Kathy Horn and the celebration committee.

3. Improved facility: Installation of new duct works has
proven to be a very wise investment.

4. Invitation Letters: Thousand of letters of invitation
have been mailed out inviting new neighbors.

5. Independence Day celebrations: has so far been a
positive experience. We have learned new things about
each otheroés culture.

OUR VISION

1. Sunday School:

Members contributing to the discussion expressed their
views and ideas on how the program has been running
in the past and what we need to see happen in the fu-
ture.

The following are areas requiring some feedback:
Confirmation classes. Information regarding age ap-
propriate for young members to be confirmed. Fr
Bwechwa will follow up with someone in the diocese
for more clarification. Also, it was proposed that a
member of the vestry committee be given the responsi-
bility to co-ordinate religious education classes to en-
sure that the program reaches its goal, which is to meet
the needs of the children enrolled in Sunday school
classes.

2. Choir:
Joseph Dominic proposed to members the idea of hav-

@ Choir practice on Sundays before mass to provide

ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES - JANUARY 25th

Me e tthie ;&rtugit&tﬁ 1§arn Bew songsoalgii rpve parmgwr— tin

tion dufing mass. He proposed the 1dea of having choir
practice begin at 9.30.am, and mass service to begin @
10.30.am. Fr. Bwechwa, expressed willingness toward the
proposal. Members expressed their views regarding the
proposal and came up with other options. A compromise
was reached to begin choir practice @ 9.30.am. and mass
@ 10.15.am. Fr. Bwechwa will mail out letter regarding
the proposed changes.

Todd Gaulke, moved the motion for the change, seconded
by Kathy Horn. Unanimous.

3. Family and Youth Program for new immigrants and
Refugees:

The proposed program will enable our community to reach
out to new immigrant families especially the Youth as they
struggle to adjust in new environment here in the United
States. Members were asked to meet this challenge, and
feel welcome to bring new ideas that can enable us to
move forward.

Financial Report:
The budget will be a deficit spending of $6,000.00. Todd
Gaulke, moved motion, seconded by Larry Lewis to with-
draw funds from the investment account to cover
$6,000.00. deficit spending for 2009, and to accept the
financial report-Unanimous.

Elections:

Moved by Larry Lewis, seconded by Todd Gaulke to ap-
prove the following candidate for election: Michael Were,
and Verla Thibou for 3-year term on vestry. Fr. Bwechwa
recommended Andrew Essien as Senor Warden. Conven-
tion delegates nomination: Larry Lewis, moved the mo-
tion, seconded by Todd Gaulke, to approve Evelyn Beale,
Ramona Lewis, Verla Thibou, Kathy Horn as delegates.
Alternates: Kathy Barnes, Rosemarie Bwechwa, Michael
Were.

Other Business.

Black history month: The congregation was asked to think
about how to celebrate the event. Suggestion to continue
with Sojourner Truth Breakfast to coincide with Black
History Month.

Moved by Larry Lewis seconded by Kathy Horn to ad-
journ. Unanimous

Meeting adjourned with prayer at 1.30.pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Michael Were.

/
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VESTRY MEETING
MINUTES Feb. 25th

Present: Fr. Oswald Bwechwa, Evelyn Beale, Bob
Buth, Edna Decker, Andrew Essien, Verla Thibou,
Patrick Keily, Michael Were.

Appointments:

Fr. Bwechwa appointed the following vestry
members to the following positions:
Secretary — Michael Were

Treasurer- Patrick Keily

Senior Warden- Andrew Essien

Junior Warden- Bob Buth

Retreat: Vestry Retreat to be held in February 21
2009. From 9.00.am-2.00.pm.
Location, Patrick Keily residence.

Other Business:

Suggested Agenda for the retreat, Church Choir,
Sunday School, Resource Center.

Vestry meetings to continue to be held on 2nd
Wednesday of the month @ 7.00.pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Michael Were.

Please noig>>>>
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SYMBOLS OF LENT

i “Jesus said. “It is one of the twelve, one who is dipping
| bread in the bowl with me.” (Mark 14:20)

! This bowl represents all the times we have eaten at
: Christ’s table without giving up our sin.

| 2nd Sundayii SWORD

I “But one of those who stood near drew his sword and
I struck the slave of the high priest , cutting off his
lear.” (Mark 14:47)

|
 The sword represents all those times we have reacted to

i evil with violence instead of sacrifice.

i 3rd Sundayd BAG OF COINS

- the chief priests in order to betray him to them. When they .
- heard it, they were greatly pleased and promised to give
I him money. So he began to look for an opportunity to be-
! tray him.” (Mark 14:10-11)

| This bag of coins represents the devil’s folly and our gain.
| 4th Sunday-NAILS

I

j “And they brought him to the place called Golgotha (which
| means the place of the skull). And they offered him wine
: mingled with myrrh; but he did not take it. And they cruci- :

i fied him.” (Mark 15:22-24)

i These nails represent the high place Jesus gave up to die
| for our sins.

: 5th Sundayd SPONGE

| “And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on
| a stick, and gave it to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see |
| whether Elijah will come and take him down.” (Mark

i 15:36)

|
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! “Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to :
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
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|

|
|
_ !
| This sponge represents all the mocking Jesus endured for |
| our salvation. |

|

Editor’s Note:

This editor reserves the right to edit all mate-

rials to fit the page and/or content.

Next publication deadline: March. 29, 2009




~

Page 6
March 1 March 8 March 15 March 22 March 29 | April 5 April 9 April 12
Palm Maundy Easter
Sunday Thursday | Sunday
7:00 PM
Usher 1 Nick Larry Lewis | Tom Horn | Bob Buth Todd Tom Nick Sam Longe
Buttita Gaulke Horn Buttita
Usher 2 Tom Horn | Bob Buth Sam Janet Bates | Nick Larry Shade
Longe Gaulke Lewis Longe
Acolyte Nick Rhonan Andy Eugenia Rhonan David Nerissa A L L
Gaulke Dyett Gaulke Decker Dyett Elutilo Dyett
Acolyte Andy Eugenia David Nerissa Andy Eugenia Rhonan A L L
Gaulke Decker Elutilo Dyett Gaulke Decker Dyett
Reader 1 | Jenny Verla Sharon Kathy Horn | Larry Evelyn Edna Jenny Rath
old Rath Thibou Gaulke Lewis Beale Decker
Testa-
ment
Reader 2 | Sharon Kathy Horn | Marjorie Jenny Rath | Michael Sharon Marjorie Verla Thi-
. Gaulke Essien Were Gaulke Essien bou
Epistle
Prayers Jenny Verla Sharon Kathy Horn | Larry Evelyn Edna Jenny Rath
Rath . Gaulke Lewis Beale Decker
Thibou
Chalice Martin Patrick Evelyn Larry Lewis | Martin Patrick Evelyn Larry Lewis
Keily Keily Beale Keily Keily Beale
Altar Edna Bob Buth Rosemarie | Jenny Rath | Eugenia Edna Bob Buth
Guild Decker Bwechwa Decker Decker A L L
Coffee Lewis T. Gaulke Beale Decker P&J Bwechwa Bates/Buth
Hosts Keily

REMEMBER: If you are unable to fulfill your part of this
schedule, please find a substitute!
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WHAT IS LENT?

Lent is a season of soul-searching and repentance. It is
a season for reflection and taking stock. Lent originated

in the very earliest days of the Church as a preparatory AOn hearifg it, mahny
time for Easter, when the faithful rededicated them- of his disciples said,

selves and when converts were instructed in the faith AThis is ar d

and prepared for baptism. By observing the forty days teaching. Who can

of Lent, the individual Chriggccept it Rd.es. IJEsSdmod
drawal into the wilderness for forty days. All churches this time many of his

that have a continuous history extending before AD disciples turned back

1500 observe Lent. The ancient church that wrote, col- and no longer

lected, canonized, and propagated the New Testament followed him.

also observed Lent, believing it to be a commandment

from the apostles. _John 6:60, 66

The purpose of the liturgical calendar is to relive the NIV

maj or events in Jesuso6 |ife | me, whi ch i
Lent is forty days long. If Jesus were born on 25 De-

cember, then His conceptiond thus also His incarna- (Let us NOT be like

tiond would have been nine months earlier, on about some of these

25 March. That is when the angel Gabriel would have disciples! Let us walk

announced Jesusd birth to Ma ithewalkwith 5 March ils
known in the historic church as The Annunciation JESUS!!)

CARNIVAL

Carnival, which comes from a Latin phrase meaning "removal of
meat," is the three day period preceding the beginning of Lent, the
Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday immediately before Ash Wednes-
day, which is the first day of the Lenten Season (some traditions
count Carnival as the entire period of time between Epiphany and
Ash Wednesday). The three days before Ash Wednesday are also
known as Shrovetide ("shrove" is an Old English word meaning
"to repent"). The Tuesday just before Ash Wednesday is called
Shrove Tuesday, or is more popularly known by the French term
Mardi Gras, meaning "Fat Tuesday," contrasting to the fasting
during Lent. The entire three day period has now come to be
known in many areas as Mardi Gras.
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“appy Birthday to Yoy,

Maren Vila March 1

Sharon Gaulke March 12
Todd Gaulke March 22
Eugenia Decker Mazrch 23
Kathy Barnes March 24

MARCH Birthdays

Mailing Address Line 1
Mailing Address Line 2
Mailing Address Line 3




