
 

WE REFLECT AND CELEBRATE THE DIVERSITY OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

Now that we are done with our annual meeting, it is 

time to get back to action. We talked about a few goals, 

and this is the time to implement what we decided to 

do. At our annual meeting I felt a sense of enthusiasm 

and energy. I felt a rededication by all to doing what we 

have been doing well and more. Indeed the spirit of the 

Lord with us and directing us. Let us keep the same 

spirit and continue to trust in the mercy and grace of 

God. 

Many of you were able to express your views and feel-

ings about our goals and vision. In any community 

there will always be different view points. I do not ex-

pect us to agree on everything. But I was encouraged to 

hear different opinions on our way forward. I sensed a 

common purpose and determination to build a strong 

and vibrant church. 

I think we all agree on what we need to focus on. Sun-

day school is a priority. Children are our future. Chil-

dren are a sign of a growing and vibrant church. We 

have to give our children something to look forward to. 

We have to be consistent in our programming for our 

children and we have to ensure that the children are 

part and parcel of our church life. For this reason I will 

continue encouraging each and everyone to consider 

volunteering for Sunday school. Sunday School Pro-

gramming will involve more that teaching. There will 

be opportunities of chaperoning, driving, cooking etc. 

If teaching is not your call, there are other things that 

can be done for our children. 

Choir is another priority for us. There is a Latin saying 

that states that good singing is equivalent to double 

praying. Indeed, joyful noise can uplift our spirits and 

inspire us. Many people come to church to be inspired 

and uplifted. We have to invest in our singing in order 

to achieve these goals. Due to our limited numbers it is 

going to take a whole congregation to create a good 

choir. I have been encouraged by a great response from 

many of you who have signed up for choir. Even if you 

have never sung, please just give the choir a chance. 

You never know- you could be the critical voice 

the choir needs.  

We decided to have choir practice before our Sun-

day service. The choir will gather at 9:30 AM and 

practice until 10:00. At ten, the whole congregation 

will join in a short choir practice for 10 to 15 min-

utes. The service will start as soon as the choir 

practice is done. We encourage as many people as 

possible to be part of this initiative. Thanks to Joe 

and Julie who are spearheading this endeavor.  

We also decided to welcome refugees and new im-

migrants to our church. Jesus was a refugee in 

Egypt. I believe that Jesus is happy to see refugees 

being taken care of.  It is not easy to be a refugee in 

a different culture. St. Martin’s prides in being cul-

turally diverse and this gives us the edge to help 

other immigrants and refugees feel at home. Mi-

chael Were will coordinate this effort, and we all 

are expected to help in any way we can. If you 

have more ideas or concerns about this new initia-

tive please let Fr. Bwechwa know. 

In the meantime, I continue to thank you for your 

effort and enthusiasm. Where there is a will, there 

is a way. We have the will and God will open doors 

for us. As the motto for our 50th anniversary goes: 

―The best is yet to come‖. 

May God bless us all. 

 

Faithfully 

 

Rev. Oswald Bwechwa 

Clergy Corner 

FEBRUARY , 2009 THE MESSENGER 

   Father Bwechwa 
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NEW VESTRY MEMBERS  

Two new vestry members were elected last Sunday at 

the annual meeting.    They are Verla Thibou and 

Michael Were.   

They replace out-going vestry members Julie Gaulke 

and David Leigh. 

Both new members will serve three years.  

Congratulations!! 
Verla Thibou 

Michael Were 

PLANNING AHEAD  

Here are several dates to put on your 

calendar as a reminder: 

 

February 25th  - Ash Wednesday 

 Service starts at 7:00 PM 

April 3rd—Annual FISH FRY! 

Time and place to be announced in 

March’s newsletter 

Matthew 5:14-16. "Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hid. 

Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it 

giveth light to all that are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they 

may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven." 

This little 

light of 

mineé 

Iõm going to 

let it shine... 
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A NOTE OF THANKS  

For those who knew our special friend and church 

member, Carol Cummer, Sharon Gaulke received a 

note from Al and Gen Cummers, Carol’s parents, 

that was written on Carol’s birthday, Jan. 18.  To 

briefly summarize the contents, it said, ― We think 

of you and all people at St. Martin’s many times.  

Please give our love and best wishes at St. Martin’s 

to those who knew Carol.  We and Carol were so 

happy that she had the opportunity to enjoy the 

sincere friendship. All of you enriched her life 

more than you realized. 

We will be forever grateful to all of you for her. 

Thank you for her prayers and we will keep you in 

ours as well. 

Sincerely, 

Bob and Gen‖  

GRANVILLE INTER-

FAITH RELOCATED  

The new location of Granville Interfaith pro-

gram is: Abiding Savior Lutheran Church 

   5214 W. Luebbe Lane 

   Milwaukee, WI  53223 

   414 353-0731 

Granville Interfaith is asking for volunteers to 

provide rides, make telephone calls, write let-

ters, shop with/for elders. They are also look-

ing for volunteers for the Board of Directors. 

CHRISTIAN UNCONCERN 

I passed a church building just today 

That was falling through with fast decay. 

What caused this fate? I sought to learn. 

Twas caused by Christiansõ unconcern. 

They voted not with upraised hand 

The membership thus to disband, 

But each by staying from its door 

Has closed this church for evermore. 

And I wondered as I mused within, 

Have I been guilty of this sin? 

Does my presence there assure 

That my church will yet endure? 

Or shall I with thoughtless unconcern 

The blood-bought house of Jesus spurn? 

If I do this, I cast my vote 

For the "Closed forever" church door 

note. 

Why is church attendance        

important? 

  

òThe Bible tells us that we need to attend church so 

we can worship God with other believers and be 

taught His Word for our spiritual growth (Acts 2:42; 

Hebrews 10:25). Church is the place where believ-

ers can love one another (1 John 4:12), encourage 

one another (Hebrews 3:13), òspuró one another 

(Hebrews 10:24), serve one another (Galatians 

5:13), instruct one another (Romans 15:14), honor 

one another (Romans 12:10), and be kind and com-

passionate to one another (Ephesians 4:32).ó 

 

  

òFor a church body to function properly, all of 

its "body parts" need to be present (1 Corin-

thians 12:14-20). Likewise, a believer will never 

reach full spiritual maturity without the assis-

tance and encouragement of other believers (1 

Corinthians 12:21-26). For these reasons, church 

attendance, participation, and fellowship should 

be regular aspects of a believer's life.ó 

http://bible.logos.com/passage/niv/Acts%202.42
http://bible.logos.com/passage/niv/Hebrews%2010.25
http://bible.logos.com/passage/niv/1%20John%204.12
http://bible.logos.com/passage/niv/Hebrews%203.13
http://bible.logos.com/passage/niv/Hebrews%2010.24
http://bible.logos.com/passage/niv/Galatians%205.13
http://bible.logos.com/passage/niv/Galatians%205.13
http://bible.logos.com/passage/niv/Romans%2015.14
http://bible.logos.com/passage/niv/Romans%2012.10
http://bible.logos.com/passage/niv/Ephesians%204.32
http://bible.logos.com/passage/niv/1%20Corinthians%2012.14-20
http://bible.logos.com/passage/niv/1%20Corinthians%2012.14-20
http://bible.logos.com/passage/niv/1%20Corinthians%2012.21-26
http://bible.logos.com/passage/niv/1%20Corinthians%2012.21-26


Page 4 

THE MESSENGER 

VESTRY MEETING MINUTES - JANUARY 

Vestry Minutes January 7, 2009 

Present: Evelyn Beale, Bob Buth, Fr. Oswald 

Bwechwa, Edna Decker, Andrew Essien, 

Julie Gaulke, Patrick Keily, 

Absent: David Leigh 

Opening Prayer: 7:05 pm 

Minutes of Dec. 17: Moved by Bob Buth seconded 

by Andy Essien to accept, 

Unanimous. 

Building Repair Update: Working on the door 

lock on the basement stairway – doesn’t 

quite fit. Bob changed the sign outside. We are still 

not being charged for the lawn care & 

plowing. Bob will call again. 

Financial Report: The report for 2008 ended up 

not so bad, keeping in mind that we 

spent $3000 on the furnace during this period. We 

also had the 50th anniversary, which 

added to the expenses. Financial report accepted, 

moved by Evelyn, seconded by Edna. 

Unanimous. Patrick prepared a budget for 2009 and 

salary resolutions. Proposed 5% 

increase for salaries. Eliminate continuing and pro-

fessional education expenses for Fr. 

Oswald since they weren’t being used. Fr. Oswald 

suggested keeping his salary the same 

as last year, but increasing his housing allowance 

instead. Accepted by Bob, seconded by 

Evelyn. Unanimous. 

Other Business: January 18 will be an appreciation 

celebration for Al Gaulke who is 

retiring as choir director. Vestry to supply snacks for 

coffee hour. 

The annual meeting will be January 25 following mass. 

A potluck signup has been 

posted. Each committee will submit a report for the 

meeting. 

The choir is looking for a new director. Julie will talk 

to Joe about it. 

The Vestry is still looking to fill a vacant seat. 

Calendar activities scheduling for 2009 will be moved 

to the next Vestry meeting. 

There is an Obama brochure selling advertising for 

$50. Moved by Patrick, seconded by 

Julie to place an ad and use our group picture. Unani-

mous. 

Next meeting: This will be the annual February retreat, 

time and date TBD after the 

annual meeting. 

Meeting ended with the Lord’s Prayer at 8:45 

Respectfully submitted, 

Julie Gaulke 

Editorõs Note: 

This editor reserves the right to edit all mate-

rials to fit the page and/or content. 

Next publication deadline: Feb. 23, 2009 

     



 REMEMBER :  If you are unable to fulfill your part of this schedule, 

please find a substitute!  
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 Feb. 1 Feb. 8 Feb. 15 Feb. 22 March 1 March 8 March 15 March 22 

Usher 1 Tom Horn Bob Buth Shade 

Longe 

Bob Buth Nick   

Buttita 

Larry 

Lewis 

Tom Horn Bob Buth 

Usher 2 Larry 

Lewis 

Nick     

Buttita 

Sam 

Longe 

Janet Bates Tom 

Horn 

Bob Buth Sam 

Longe 

Janet Bates 

Acolyte Andy 

Gaulke 

Eugenia 

Decker 

Nerissa 

Dyett 

David    

Elutilo 

Nick 

Gaulke 

Rhonan 

Dyett 

Andy 

Gaulke 

Eugenia 

Decker 

Acolyte Nick 

Gaulke 

Rhonan 

Dyett 

Andy 

Gaulke 

Nerissa 

Dyett 

Andy 

Gaulke 

Eugenia 

Decker 

David 

Elutilo 

Nerissa 

Dyett 

Reader 1 

Old  

Testa-

ment 

Kathy 

Horn 

Larry Lewis Edna 

Decker 

Evelyn 

Beale 

Jenny 

Rath 

Verla  

Thibou 

Sharon 

Gaulke 

Kathy Horn 

Reader 2 

Epistle 

Verla 

Thibou 

Evelyn 

Beale 

Jenny 

Rath 

Larry Lewis Sharon 

Gaulke 

Kathy 

Horn 

Marjorie 

Essien 

Jenny Rath 

Prayers Kathy 

Horn 

Larry Lewis Edna 

Decker 

Evelyn 

Beale 

Jenny 

Rath 

Verla  

Thibou 

Sharon 

Gaulke 

Kathy Horn 

Chalice  Martin 

Keily 

Patrick 

Keily 

Evelyn 

Beale 

Larry Lewis Martin 

Keily 

Patrick 

Keily 

Evelyn 

Beale 

Larry Lewis 

Altar 

Guild  

Bob Buth Edna 

Decker 

R. 

Bwechwa 

Jenny 

Rath 

Eugenia 

Decker 

Edna 

Decker 

Bob Buth Rose-

marie 

Bwechwa 

Jenny Rath 

Coffee 

Hosts 

Bates/

Buth 

Essien Menne/

Lehrer 

Donnell Lewis T. 

Gaulke 

Beale Decker 

LAY SCHEDULE ð FEBRUARY/MARCH  



St. Martinõs Episcopal Church 

8401 North 60th Street 

Brown Deer, WI  53223 

Verla Thibou  Feb. 5 

Winnie Erwin  Feb. 14 

Ken Lankow  Feb. 14 

Geraldine Lankow Feb. 16 

Sam Longe  Feb. 18 

Bob Buth  Feb. 22 

Cherrie Dyett  Feb. 23 

Claude Beale  Feb. 28 

 

                                                                                               

Phone: 414-354-4249 

Fax: 414-354-5194 

E-mail: STMARTINSBROWNDEER@ 

SBCGLOBAL.NET 

THE MESSENGER 

FEBRUARY Birthdays  

St. Martinôs Episcopal Church 

WEõRE  ON  THE  WE B !  

WWW.STMARTINSBROWNDEER.ORG 

Mailing Address Line 1  

Mailing Address Line 2  

Mailing Address Line 3  


