THE MESSENGER

WE REFLECT AND CELEB RATE THE DIVERSITY OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD

Clergy Corner

It is December and this is the last newsletter for 2008.
Thanks to Kathy Horn, our editor for the hard work of
producing these newsletters. It is difficult to believe

that it has been one year since | became your priest Father Bwechwa
charge. | thank you so much for allowing me to serve
you. vent should remind us that Christ is the light to the

We are getting into the Advent and Christmas seasons world. Christ lightens our hearts and our lives. We
During Advent we are called to hope. Hope is always do not have to live in darkness and fear. The same
the key to our faith. We live by hope and beliefina  candles remind us also that we too are called to be
God who is in control of creation. Hope keeps up our light to the world. We should share the light of
spirits and encourages us to keep on going. Although Christ to those in darkness. We should be the rays
everywhere around us nature seems dead, dark and of hope to the hopeless world.

gloomy, yet there is the light of Christ shining inthe 1o \yreaths and other greens around the church
world. The days are getting shorter and nights longer 44 in our homes are reminders of the life to come.
and the weather is getting C(_Jlder. Birds are moving Although the leaves on the trees are dead and the
south and the streets are quieter. trees appear lifeless, life in Christ is ever living.

We are also in an extra ordinary time in our economy. The evergreens around us should give us hope in
People are losing their jobs and life savings. We are the risen Lord.

still at war in Iraq and Afghanis_tan. Bombing_s have no | is hope that keeps us going. Hope reminds us tha
stoppeq. We have beep watching horrible picturesfrory har e i's a hi gher power|
_I\/Iumbau, India. Ext_remlsts have massapred hun_dr_eds great, we believe that Godisinh ar ge . St
innocent people. Pirates around Somalia are seizing g 3 community of hope. We believe that our life is
ships in the Indian Ocean. Famine and wars continue
rage in Africa. Diseases such as Malaria, AIDS, and
cancer continue to take lives of many.

needs and will allow our mission to succeed.

. And Christmas is the ultimate sign and source of
Indeed it is easy to feel hopeless. There are too many hope when God sends amongst us his own son. He

problems that seem to have no solutions. There is @ js Emmanuel, the prince of peace. He comes to set
great deal of pain, suffering and pessimism around Us s free from hopelessness. He comes to remind us
However, as believers, we are still called to hope be- ¢ i e trust and believe, we can transform this

cause we know that everything is in the hands of God. \yor|d from hopelessness to true peace and prosper
Christ is incharge of creation and although things do

not make sense to us, there is a deeper meaning that

only God knows. We are called to remember that God Let us be people of hope and never be discouraged
is Lord of all. even when things seem hopeless and difficult. For

. . . we know that our Lord will turn our sorrow into
The Advent symbolisms in church direct us to focus dancing. May God bless you all as you prepare for
beyond lifelessness and turmoil around us. We are 4 pirth of our Lord.

called to hope in the protection and graciousness of
God. The four Advent candles we will light during Ad-

in Godds hands. He al onlje

ity beginning here at Sr.



DECEMBER COMING EVENTS

Dec. 7 Commitment Sunday: We will pledge our time and talent to God and St.

Martinds for the coming year. A speci a CC
Dec. 14 St. Martinds will celebrate the I ndependenc
Dec. 21 Following the church service, we will decorate the church for Christmas.
Dec. 24 Chil drendsbMWPMvVvice

Full liturgy with choral music 11:00 PM
Dec. 28 First Sunday after Christmas 10:00 AM
Dec. 31 New Year 6s Eve celebration 10: 00 PM

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!I

An Advent Reflection

Itis truly a humbling experience to read back
through the Old Testament and see how frail and
imperfect all the "heroes" actually are. Abraham,

the coward who cannot believe the promise. Jacob,
the cheat who struggles with everybody. Joseph,
the immature and arrogant teen. Moses, the impa-
tient murderer who cannot wait for God. Gideon,

the cowardly Baal -worshipper. Samson, the woman-
izing drunk. David, the power abusing adulterer.
Solomon, the unwise wise man. Hezekiah, the re-
forming king who could not quite go far enough. And
finally, a very young Jewish girl from a small village

in a remote corner of a great empire.

It never ceases to amaze me why God could not
have chosen "better" people to do His work in the
world. Yet if God can use them, and reveal Himself
through them in such marvelous ways, it means that
He might be able to use me, inadequate, and un-
wise, and too often lacking in faith that | am. And it
means that | need to be careful that | do not in my
own self-righteousness put limits on what God can
do with the most unlikely of people in the most
unlikely of circumstances. | think that is part of the
wonder of the Advent Season.

REACH OUTH

____________________________

The mitten tree is up!!! i

St . Marti nos
been known, f
ity, no matter how small!
or big, to reach outto .
others in our community;
at various times of the
'year . Webre doing
itree. !

i

i Please consider donating something to that {ree
| The dollar/bargain stores have some great buys
'right now. |

| If for some reason you are unable or unwilling
:to shop, you may give your monetary donation
i to Kathy Horn who will buy hats and mittens'
'for you. Thanks!! i
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HOLIDAY REHEARSALS

g
ha

Acolyteswill rehearse for
Christmas services on the fol-
lowing Saturdays:

3

¢, December 13and

= December 20th Rehearsal will
i")j be at 10:00 AM. Please be
prompt.

Choir will rehearse for the three Sundays prior to
Christmas: December 7

December 14

December 21

Rehearsal will follow the church service. Please be
there!ll

BIBLE is a great acronym for
ABasi c |
Leaving Eartho

nf ormgdt i

ATHANKSOGI

To all who donated the wonderfully deli-
cious food items f
thanksgiving dinnerthank you very
much! Thank you also to the cooks and
helpers: Janet Bates, Bob Buth, Kathy
Horn, Tom Horn, Ramona Lewis, Larry
Lewis, Sharon Gaulke amd Al Gaulke.

Not all the senior citizens showed up wh
made reservations but for those who dig
good and filling time was had by all, and
they all could take home leftovers which
they really appreciated.
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VESTRY MEETING MINUTES - NOVEMBER

Vestry Minutes St. MarQthemBasines€Shur ch Nov. 12,

2008 Stewardship Preparation Patrick will speak Nov.
Present Evelyn Beale, Bob Buth Fr. Bwechwa, 16", other speakers possibly: Todd Gaulke, Al
Edna Decker, Andrew Essien, Julie Gaulke, Pat- Gaulke, Sharon Gaulke, Dolly Grimes Johnson, Fr.
rick Keily, David Leigh Bwechwa will ask. Commitment Sunday Det, 7

Absent: None special coffee hour. (See attachment).

Other Discussion Talked about expansion project
and need for bathrooms on the first floor.

Moved by Bob Buth, seconded by David Leigh to
adjourn.

Meeting began with prayer: 7:00 pm

Vestry Minutes Oct. 8 Moved by Evelyn
Beale seconded by Edna Decker to accept,
unanimous

Financial Report: Pledges are behind, Moved
by Bob Buth seconded by David Leigh to ac- Next Meeting Dec. 107 pm
Cept, unanimous. Respectfully submitted,
Facility Maintenance: Moved by Patrick Keily, David Leiah
seconded by Julie Gaulke to allocate $182.00 9

for 300 red letters for the sign, unanimous.

Diocesan Audit ResponseMoved by Evelyn
Beale, seconded by Edna Decker to approve the
response by Patrick Keily, unanimous.

Mission Statement Vestry decided not to re-
vise it at this time.

Edi tordés Note:
This editor reserves the right to edit all mate-

EIJ@@S)’@ E!I@I_j.@>>>> fials to fit the page and/or content

Next publication deadline: Dec. 28, 2008

/

/

Meeting adjourned with ftihe



LAY SCHEDULE 8 DECEMBER/JANUARY

Dec. 7 Dec. 14 Dec. 21 Dec. 24 Dec. 24 Dec. 28 Dec. 31 Jan. 4,
5:00 PM 11:00 PM 10:00 PM 2009!
Usher 1 Sam Nick Todd Bob Buth | Larry Sam Nick Buttita
Longe Buttita Gaulke Lewis Longe
Usher 2 Shade Tom Horn Nick Janet Tom Horn Bob Buth
Longe Gaulke Bates
Acolyte Rhonan Eugenia- Nerissa Andy ALL Nick Eugenia Nerissa
Decker Dyette Gaulke Gaulke Decker Dyett
Dyette
Acolyte Nick Andy Nick Rhonan ALL Eugenia Andy
Gaulke Gaulke Gaulke Dyett Decker Gaulke
Reader 1 | Evelyn Edna Kathy Verla Sharon Evelyn
old Beale Decker Horn Thibou Gaulke Beale
Testa-
ment
Reader 2 | Marjorie Larry Lewis | Verla Kathy Marjorie Larry Lewis
Epistle Essien Thibou Horn Essien
Prayers Evelyn Edna Kathy Verla Sharon Verla Evelyn
Beale Decker Horn Thibou Gaulke Thibou Beale
Chalice Larry Patrick Evelyn Martin Larry Patrick Martin
Lewis Keily Beale Keily Lewis & | Keily Keily
Evelyn
Beale
Altar Rose- Maren Vila | Edna Rosemarie | Bob Buth | Maren Edma Bob Buth
Guild marie Decker Bwechwa Vila Decler
Bwechwa
Coffee Vestry T. Gaulke Kathy Decker
Hosts Barnes
XXXXXXXX XXXXXXX | XXxxxxx XXXXXXX

o

REMEMBER : If you are unable to fulfill your part of this schedule,
please find a substitute!
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i nds Episclopal Church

1
WEGRE ON THE WEB!

WWW.STMARTINSBROWNDEER.ORG

St . Martinds Epi
8401 North 60th Street
Brown Deer, WI 53223

Phone: 414-354-4249
Fax: 414-354-5194
E-mail: STMARTINSBROWNDEER@
SBCGLOBAL.NET

“appy Birthday to yoy Vs
Tom Horn Dec. 2
Rhonan Dyett Dec. 9
Donna Leigh Dec. 12
Michael Frey Dec. 29
Madison Frey Dec. 29

DECEMBER Birthdays

Mailing Address Line 1
Mailing Address Line 2
Mailing Address Line 3




